What can WE do?
Research Notes:
What is the cause you are researching? 
Degenerative Myelopathy (DM) in Dogs. It is a degenerative disease of the spinal cords in dogs. The white matter that helps messages get from the brain through the spinal cord deteriorates and the messages cannot get through. It begins with a loss of coordination.A DM dog will wobble when walking, knuckle over or drag the feet. As the disease progresses, the limbs become weak and the dog begins to buckle and has difficulty standing. The weakness gets progressively worse until the dog is unable to walk. It can take from 6 months to 1 year before dogs become paraplegic and cannot use its back legs at all. If signs progress for a longer period of time, loss of urinary and fecal continence may occur and eventually weakness will develop in the front limbs. DM is is not a painful disease.
Who or what is affected? Any breed of dog can get DM. Some common breeds are Corgies, German Shepards, Belgian sheepdog, Chesapeake Bay retriever, Great Pyrenees, Labrador retriever, Old English sheepdog, Rhodesian ridgeback, and the Weimaraner. It normally occurs between ages 8 and 14. 
Where is it affecting people/animals or areas?
It affects dogs all over the world.
Why is it important to find ways to help these people/animals or areas?
Dogs are Needlessly suffering from this disease. With more careful breeding and care we can educate others about the disease and find a cure. There is also a correlation between ALS/ Lou Gehrig’s Disease and DM. In 2009, this team identified a genetic mutation in the Corgis in the same gene that physicians knew was important in inherited forms of ALS in humans. Knowledge gained from upcoming studies for the treatment of degenerative myelopathy in dogs will hopefully also lead to more effective treatment of ALS in humans. Helping Dogs with DM may also help people with ALS!
How can a fifth grader and his or her family help? You need to give multiple ways. DONATING MONEY TO THE CHARITY IS NOT A COMPLETE ANSWER/SOLUTION.
1. Volunteer for to work with DM Dogs. These dogs can live happy lives, but are a lot of work for their owners. It takes a village to raise a DM dog.

http://www.cure4dm.org/volunteer
2. Consider donating a wheelchair for a DM Dog. If you are handy you can even volunteer to build a cart for a DM dog like the Rolling Dog Project.
3. Adopt a dog instead of supporting breeders. If you do choose to buy a dog from a breeder DO YOUR RESEARCH!!! Many breeders are irresponsible and continue to breed dogs 4. knowing that they have a genetic predisposition to DM. Be sure to check out the breeder and ask them directly about the dogs genetic history.
4. Donate to cure4dm.org 
Additional research/note/or facts:
There is no cure for DM
DM is not Painful, but it is frustrating for the dog
Dogs can still live a good life with DM, if their owners are committed to caring for them
The progression of DM can be slowed with physical therapy, and vitamin therapy
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